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is an interesting dilemna because it, I mean if we' re really
talking about personal freedom here, this is a...this is where
the rubber meets the road. But I guess that if we look at the
statistics about that unhelmeted motorcyclists are over three
times as likely to suffer brain injury compared to helmeted
motorcyclists, then we are going to have a three times greater
likelihood that we have individuals who are potential organ
donors as a result of adopting this legislation, if we choose to
do that. And, therefore, if we are looking at the facts and not
at these individuals as the human beings that they are, if we' re
looking at that fact, and if we' re talking about this in terms
of finances, a doctor, the other night, shared with me that the
spin-off economi b e nefit from organ donation for one. . .for a l l
t he o r g ans i n o n e b o d y , t he s pi n - o f f be ne f i t i s $ 1 5 mi l l i o n f or
e ach body . And s o i f t h i s a r gu ment i s a bo u t w h a t i s f i na nc i a l l y
advantageous for the state in terms of tourism, not in terms of
o bviousl y ou r M e d i . . .controlling our Medicaid costs, b ut mayb e
we can balance o ff our increased Me dicaid c o sts wi th the
opportunity to have the spin-off benefits from organ donation.
It is difficult for me to make this...these remarks in light of
the very real personal stories that have bee n sha r ed on the
floor A nd i n or der to be able to be fairly serious about this
amendment, I think you have to be fairly dispassionate about it,
and it's difficult for me to be dispassionate in light of the
very personal stories that have been shared. But if I'm going
to be dispassionate, if I'm going to say this is something that
we' re going to do because it's good economic development, we' re
going to make the chance of Nebraska citizens who choose to not
wear a helmet three times more likely to have brain injury, then
I will probably support the Pedersen amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Brown. Senator Erdman,
followed by Senators Byars, Baker, Schimek, Smith, Vrtiska,
Price, Cunningham, and Bourne. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Thank you , Nr . President. Membe rs of the
Legislature, I rise in opposition t o AN 07 89, and I rise in
s upport o f LB 3 0 3 . I don ' t r i se i n supp o r t of LB 3 0 3 be c a us e I
don't k n o w t h e e f f e c t s of not wea r i n g a he l me t . Whe n I wa s
three years old, I can remember sitting around the kitchen table
and I can remember my grandmother, my mother, my cousin, who is
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